
r
\ dence bv which tbessalleged(frauds wer* pesved.

He said that 0<>v. Walker uud Secretary Stanton
were not eutillcd to any greater credit than common
witnesses, and by curtesy alone did be couucds
ihebi tbat. He said they travelled over the country,
looked about, and came to the conclusion tbat so

great a number of voter* could not be there. Thia
wua tbe sort of evidence upon which his friend from
Kentucky held his immense fabric of fraud and uu»

fairness. Sir, uot only did Governor Walker and
Secretary Stanton examine the matter, but other# of
undoubted integrity have confirmed the existence of
the frauds alleged. A census has been taken, and
forty-nine i* returned us the uumtier of residents in
tlis Oxford nreciuct

klr. WILSON. Tliere are forty-three voters in
the precinct of Oxford, according to the actual censusreturns.

Mr. liELL. There could not be many in that
county, because the Shawnee Indians own nearly all
the laud. How many are there in the whole county t

Mr. WILSON. Three hundred or four hundred
voters in the whole couuty.

Mr. MULL. I have examined the proof but I
cannot retain all the facta in my memory. The Oxfordreturns were rejected by Governor Walker, on
the ground of irregularity in the returns. Singular
as it may seem, he appears to have considered it
necessary, to justify bis interposition, to tind out
some irregularity in the certificate or return, al-
though ho wu convinced from the first that the returnwas fraudulent. Well might the eloquent Senatorfrom Kentucky exclaim that fraud scents to have
become Motive to the region of Kansas, and to claim
the privilege of being a sort of established instituturnthere.
ThCr«ult oflhe October election was, that nearly

evhry member elected to the Territorial Legislature
was a f ree-Stute man.
(The Convention reassembled In October, accordingto adjournment, and formed the Constitution

wliteh le now before na. When the fact transpired
thut the Convention had not shbmlucd the whole
Constitution to a vote of the people, and that the
ittiestion of slavery alone was to bo submitted, and
that in a form and tuidog the restriction of a test
oath, which would prevent the Free-State party fromvoting, such a commotion Immediately nrose as
threatened, to lead to bloodshed and civil war. Inthiscondition of affairs, acting Governor Stanton,
as a utcans of averting such a calamity, called an
extra session of the Territorial Legislature. That
body, when assembled, passed a law for taking the
sense of the people upon the Constituli n recentlyformed, on the 4th of Janunry last the day fixed bythe Constitution for an etcctfofVof State officers and
members of the Legislature under that Constitution.
The 2.1st of December last was appointed by the
Convention to tuko it vote of the people upon the
slavery clause of the Constitution in this form--" tlio wConstitution with slavery," "the Constitution withoutslavery." There were 8,708 votes returned us
cast on that day.6.SS8 for the Constitution with
slavery, and 567 for the Constitution without slavery.The remarks of the honorable Hermtor from Kentuckyin regard to that election were justified by the
circumstances of the case. Votes enough were returnedin favor of tbo Constitution to overcome any
majority that bod ever before been given in the Ter-'i
ritory. There had been eleven thousand aud odd
votes given in the October election, and it was arrangedto show a vote to exceed one-half that nnmbcr.It is well established by a commission appointedto investigate the subject, under authority of
the Legislature] that 2,700 or nearly one-half the six
thousand und odd Totes returned as having been
cast oa the 21st December, in favor of the Constitution,were fraudulent; aud about an equal number
returned as polled for State officers and members of
the Ix-gislature on the 4th January last. In the vote
taken by authority of the Territorial L* girlatnre, on
the 4th of January, on the Leeompton Constitution,
there were ten thousand majority against it The
Senator from Georgia says that on the same daythere were over ten thousand votts cast fwr State
officers and members of tho Legislature under the
Constitution ; and that to sustain the fairness of the
votes against the Constitution, the joint vote should
have been twenty thousand. I roust oonclude that
on ttiut point the Honorable Senator from Uoorgia
made his statement* altogether in tlve dark, and at
random, in regard to the true facta and circumstance*
uttending the votes taken on the 4th of January,lie asks the reason why these ten thousand claimed
as a majority vote against the Constitution did not
vote in the election for State officers and members
of the Legislature. The explanation must be obvidua
to all those who pretend to know anything about recentevents in Kansas. A Convention was called bythe Free-State party, to decide whether they should
vote or not in the' election for State officers and
members of the Legislature, on the 4th of January.It was contended that if they voted it would be taken
as a ratification of the Constitution, just as tbe Presidentnow construes the rote setualfv given in tbat
election by a portion of that party- Tins view being
taken by a majority, the Convention came to a resolutionnot to vote but after the regular Convention
ndiourned the minority got together, and, after consideringthe question fully among themselves, decidedthat it was best to make an etfort to carrythese elections; sod those who chose.more than
lialf their party.voted under the recommendation
of the minority of the Convention.

I believe that no attempt has been made, from any
respectable source, to cast a doubt on the genuinenessof the vote cast iigainst the Constitution on tbe
4th of January last. The result of that vote shows,
iocontestably, that there must bo s majority of St
least liuur or Ave to one, of tbe pc pie of Kansas,
against this Constitution.

I have now narrated the most important fae's in
the history of Kansas affairs, which have any materialbearing upon the question bef re the Senate, and
ap<ui which we may rely iu deciding whether this
Constitution should be accepted or rejec ed. These,
however, ore not the only material facts connected
with tbe cose: 1 mean facts catenated to show
whether it is expedient, just, or politic, to admit
Kansas with this Constitution. Assuming it as n

point that caimiit be contested, that a large major ty
is opposed to the Constitution, what are the further
facts connected with this subject material to be noticed1 GoJ. Walker declares to yon that a largemajority of the people of Kansas are determined to
rerrst the organization of a Stale Government under
this Constitution. Mr. Stanton expresses the same
opinion. Tbe people themselves tell you the some
thing, through i heir Territorial Legislature. Resolution*h tve been adopted by tbat legislature, pledgingtheir fortunes and their lires in resisting this
Constitution. But thrre are some facta that speak1 mder than words. The President has now under
him two thousand troops In Kansas; and ho expressesthe hope that when this measure shall pass,he may be able to withdraw them. Why has he not
withdrawn tbrm before? lie tells n* why. It is not
considered safe to do so. When and Ikjw long after
the adoption of this measure, before he will consider
ft safe to withdraw tho troops from Kanso.- T Of
course, after tbe people of Kansas shall, voluntarilyor by force, have yielded to the authority of this
Const!to lion. It may take twice two thousand troopsto force this Constitution on a people of whom such
a large and determined majority are opposed to It;and who have shown, by their obstinate persistence
ill opposilion to the Territorial Government up to a
late day, that they are of a character and cast of
men that we may justly apprehend will continue
their resistance. They say that no State Governmentahall be organm-d under this Constitution, if it
be accepted by Congress. ( ken* it is calculated
that the friends of law sod order, and the natural
tendency to reaction after all great excitement, will
indoor submission. Tho result may still be civil
was | bat I trust they will submit

Hut, air, I am not yet done with the eridrnoes in
my possession to show the trne state of aflWs in
Kansas. More than fifteen niontha ago, the leading I
pro-alarery men in that Teiritory abandoned the
idea of making it a alare Slate; and I desire to go
a little into detail on that point, because I know
that, if Una measure ahonld be rejected, it will be i
said in some quarters of the Month, nay, the idea in
already artfully propagated, that a alare State can I
be establish'*! permanently in Kansas, if the mess-
nrs now before the Senate shall be adopted. The i
Senator from Georgia said to-day that hit friend I
from Kentucky only bad the evidence of Got. i
Walter and Secretary Stanton as to the frauds al- ]
leged to has# been practiced in Kansas; and who
were they f Those gentlemen, he said, did nothing i
from tb# time they went to Kaasae until they were I
taken out of it, except to nolate the Constitution of (
the United States, the organic law of Kansaa, and
to break down the "Administration that had sent t
them there. Those Statements confirm me in the <
impression that the Senator from Georgia has made I
his entire speech with but Tory litUe knowledge of <
the state of things in Kansas. Will he recognise \
the name and authority of Dr. Stringfellow. who,
for the first two rears of the existenoe of Kansaa
under the Territorial Gorernroent, was the rery soul
of the Tro-aiarery party.the Sneaker of their
House of Beprsaeniatirea during toe first two U-
gislaturea. What is hit opinion » I bare no direct
authority to apeak for him, but I am told that he
has published a letter, which is te be found io one
of the public journals, stating that siaoe July lant
be has abandoned all hope of making Kansas a stars
Stats, and^cooaiders it nils »o inaks any further

ww iinjrri. t* ill lilt? neninir irtrui

Georgia recognise' the name and credit the alntemaataof such men as J)r. Tebbs, * lending and m(lnentinlupholder of the pro-slnvory party in Kaaaas,while there «u any hope of success?.of A. W.
Jones, who traversed the South to obtain recruits to
sustain the pro-elavery cause in Kansas? If the
Senator ignores the authority of thane names, will
he luapsel that of Oen. Whitefieid, so well known
M the former Delegate from Kansas in tlie other
House? Will he please to point out a single proslaveryleader in Kansas, unless it be John Calhoun,
the Surveyor General <# the Territory, who bow
maintains that Kansas een he m Ms a slave State?
I doubt If he doea. Will they point out a single
pro-slavery leader, who has been in that Territory
from the tfrat, who did not concur with Gov. Walker
and Secretary Stanton In their views and in their
policy in relation to Kaunas alTair»* Of the twenty
pro-sinrery journal* in Kansas, all but one approvedthe policy «rf Gov. Walkur. They agreed that it
was idle to attempt to iBnke Kansas a slave State at
any tune since Januarv, 1867, the time Gov. Gearyleft the Territory. If the Senate will bear with me,

t

I will road a few passages from a slip that baa been
placed in my possession, tak.ru from the press of tbe
\\ nshtugioii Union. 1 am informed, on authority J
that I can vouch, if any question is made about it,
that tbu publication of the letters which are copiedin this slip was suppressed by u member of the
Cabinet, and 1 do not know but by the President
himself. These sre the prefatory remarks of the
editor of the Washington Union;

" The following letter addressed to s gentleman in
4 this oily, has beeu huuded to us Cur publication. We
' cheerfulI v give place to the letter, for tbe purpose of
4 rumoring any erroneous impression which may still
4 linger in ibe minds of sonie of our Southern friends
4 in regard to the present feelings, sentiments, and
position of the pro slavery men of Kansas. Mr.

4 Tcbbs, the writer, is widely known and universally
4 respected. He iH a Virginian by birth, a sluvehold'or, and is one of the early settlers of Kansas. He
has been a member of every Legislature since Kan4itu became a Territory ; and it is scarcely necessary
ior ua mj wa, itmt in encu instance representing a

' very decided pro-slavery constituency. His radical
' views on the slavery question liave rendered him
4 peculiarly obnoxious to the Black Republicans of tbe
4 Territory."
Then comes the letter of Mr. Tebbs, from which 1

take this extract:
44 Now, sir, liow can it be that Governor Walker

4 has done ho much, us is charged, to nbolitionize
4 Kansas? if Kansas isubulitionizcd it luis.bceu done
4 by the pro-slavery party, and not by Governor
4 Walker, for they had adopted this policy long before
4 he bud entered the Territory. But every candid
man will see at a glance, lind must admit, that
neither Walker nor the pro-slavery purty have done

' it; but the simple fuel that mare atUi-slavery men

than pro-slavery men have gone to Kansas.whether
from interest, natural or unnatural causes, it matters
not.they are there. But 1 will not anticipate events
or hazard predictions. Let the great principle of
popular sovereignty be fairly and honestly curried
out. That is all 1 ask."
Let me also read an extract from a letter of General

Whitfield:
44 Washington Citt, September 2,1857.

44 Kditou or tiik Union : 1 have seuli the letter ad4dressedby Dr. Tebbs to a gentleman in this city.
Itie letter fully and fairly represents the oonditioii

' of -parties in Kunstm, both before and ufler the ad4vent of Governor Walker. And I. have been jior4fectlyustonished, upon my arrival here, to find the
4 crusade from the South upon Governor Walk r,
4charging him with an attempt to 4 a'oktwnize Kan'sag.' It required no action from Governor Wulker
4 to make Kansas a frco Htate. Its doom, if it is fixed,
was fixed long before Robert J. Walker ever entered

4 the Territory.
441 repeat again, sir, that, knowing Dr. Tobbi

4 well, und knowing him to be thoroughly posted upon
4Kansas affairs,! endorse fully his views and eon4elusions, as expressed in his letter to you."

Dr. Tibbs makes this further statement in the letterfrom which I have just read 44Thut in January,
4 1857. fourorfivc months before Governor Walker ar4rived iu the Territory, the pro-slavery party held a
4 Convention of all the mumbcrs of the Legislature and
4 of delegates fropi every county in (lie Territory, to
4 discuss the ooudition of parlies, and leading pru4slnverv men deliberately declared it as their opinion,
4 that the pro-slavery party proiier was in a hopeless
4 minority." The Convention to which I have just
alluded concluded thut it was no longer worth while
to attempt to form a slave State in Kansas. When a

Convention was held, in July lust, to nominate candidatesfor the October election, over which Judge
Elmore, one of the largest slaveholders in the Territory,presided, the same opinions were announced.
Not only that, but, from the date of Januury, 1857,
the position was taken by the leading pro slaverymen,
that the Constitution to be formed bv tho delegates
to be elected on the 15th of June should be submitted
to the people ; and if not, that it ought to be rejectedby Congr -sa. General Whitfield himself said, in a

speech made last summer, that it ought uot to get
ten votes in Congress if it were not so submitted.
lhave adduced the testimony furnished by tbe lettersand verbal statements of the early and mutt influentialpro-slavery leaders in Kansas, to show that

the views 1 Isave presented ol the actual state 01 inings
id that Territory do not rest exclusively upon the informationfurnished, or the opinions expressed, by
Governor Wulker and Secretary Stanton. I was

myself under the impression, last spring and summer
that Governor Walker, as well as the President and
his Cabinet was looking more to party and political
objects thau the support of any particular interests
the South could have in the management of Kansas
affairs ; and it is due to that gentleman, whose course
has been so harshly denounced in this dt bate, that
he should be vindicated and sustained by a reference
to the course and policy < f leading pro-slavery partisans,upon whom no shadow of suspicion rests, as

to their perfect fidelity to the slavery cause in Knn
sas. It appears now, incontestably, that long before
Governor Wulker arrived in Kansas, and even before
the advent to power of the present Administration,
the ides of making Kansas a slave Btate bud been
abandoned by those leaders who had the deepest interestin the qncMjpn, being slaveholders themselves.
The utmost thev had any hope to accomplish, by the
conciliatory pofiev Hdopted in the Convention held on
the second Monday in January. 1857, and again in
the Convent on held in July following, so far ua the
interest of slavery was concerned, was to protect the
rtght of property'in the slaves then in the Territory.
Governor Walker, in his letter to Secretary Cass,
dated 15th Jnly last, states that " it was universally
admitted here (Kansas that the only questior. is this.
whether Kansas shall be a conservative, cimsilitutional,Democratic, and ultimately free State, or whether
it shall be a Republican and Abolition State."

After it bicame known in Kansas that the Administrationhad changed its policy, and particularly
after the increased exasperation of the Free-State
party which eoaued upon the promulgation of the
J/ecomptori Constitution, I learn from a well-informedand reliable source that a large proportion of
the slaves have been sent ont of tho Territory ; and
that of the two or three hundred there a year or two
ago, not more thun one hundred remain -some say
not exceeding fifty.It is a most striking and remarkable feature in the
present ulntm of this question in Kansas, that it is
not the slaveholders who are most active and forward
in keeping up tbia controversy against all hope of
making Kansas a slave Btate, bnt political adventurers,chiefly office-holders or office-s-okers, who have
not the slightest interest in the questions, beyond the
expectation of some personal benefits. Henderson,
who is implicated in the perpetration of election
frauds, la, 1 am hiformed, a special mail agent Oulhoiuiis surveyor general of the Territory, and McI-ainhis chief clerk. Others I might nanla, w ho are

only sei kern of office. I fear I mav have done GeneralWhitfield, who is an office-holder, an injury, by
quoting him aa authority in support of the policv of
Governor Walker. The Honator from Missouri, |'Mr.
Guars, in his opening speech, announced that be
bad seen a telogrniihic despatch, stating that he had I
been notified by the Free-State party to leave the
Territory. I hope that is not true; and aa there has
been an mnftrmatii n of the statement, 1 conclude that
Dm* was no foundation for it. The danger to w hich
I may hare exposed him lies in another quarter. I jhope he has had the prudence to abstain from taking
any part in tbia question since he was informed of the
President's present views, which would expose him '

to executive vengeance.
My friend from Florida [Mr. Mam-osv said, in his

kKL -ruorh III., ftlkcr ft . * itisl it M'lHlld ho dlilirillt to

persuade the people a. the 8011th, that if this Constitutionbe rejected by Congress, it will not be upon
the ground (bet it recognises slavery. That ia also
the optn.on of the honorable Henator from (ieorgi*
and 01 hern. Unleaa it be that thcae honorable ttesalomwant aome immediate pretest ibr a movemeat ia
the South, I advise them to investigate thi* question
more fully than they seem to hare done, before they
conclude to make thi- rejection of thia nieanure, ahonld
it be rejected, » t*ui» diyu*>cU/mit. We aro told
tliat it will be difficult to jierstiade the people of the
South that any other objection exist* to tbia Constitutiou,except that it recognises slarery, and these
ipinsms are avowed in tko face of the nccnmnlated
frauds and irregularities connected wi h its history,
tnd thongh it is clear that four-fifths of the people of
Kansas are opp<«ed to it!

It will not do for these gentlemen to say, that (here
s no record or other satisfactory proof to show the
frauds and irregularities alleged against the Lecotnptin Oonatitution, or of many other statementa made l'

ay the opponents of thia moaaure in relation to the F
itateof things existing in Kanaaa. The supportersA thia measure in tha Hcnate and in the (louse of t!
Ilepn aentativra have obstinately persisted in voting
town every proposition to investigate and take proof n

upon the contested questions offset; and I take it for b
granted that this course would not bava been per- I a
isted in, unless it was understood that the facta
would turn out to be as tbey have been charged. o

If I have not wholly misconceived and roiaatated F
the material points in the history of Kansas affairs n
which preceded the formation of the Isrcompton Con- d
stitution j if I have not misrepreaentcd tht- facta eon- s

nected with its formation ; if I am not wholly mistaken a

in the views I have presented of the existing state of it

Bhlic sentiment Hi Kansas in relation to this Cnnsti- 1
lion, is it becoming the character of the National

i/rycmimnre m ncrtpi inM ininnsitai an tne organic v
law of the new State which ia proposed lo be admitted n
into the Union » t

la it fit, ia it becoming ihe Senate of the United o
State*, to stamp this Constitution, With all it* attend- J
ant circumstances, with their approval, and send it n
to Kan*a«, lo be abided by or resisted to blood by the Jipeople there? Purely, air, there ought to be some V
(rreat and overruling political necessity existing in »
the condition of affairs, to jnstify *neh a proceeding, t
The President, I understand, from hia special mea-
«*gr, to nay that anch a neeeaaily doe* exist. He In- t
iata that In no giber way can thk dangerous slavery "

Station he terminated, and peace be restored to the r
ole country. Fie inaiata that, If Kansas shall be ad- ft

mitted into the Union onder this Constitution, this t
sectional controversy will, at all events, be excluded «

From the Halle ofCongress; that theagilation npon this t
snhjert will be localised, and confined to the people v

whom H concerns, Thia Is no new ooooeption j such li
an experiment has been made before. The country n
haa already had the benefit of arrest leaaon npon this a

subject, if It will only profit by it If I mar venture i

to trespass on the patience ot the Senate, I propose r

tu .sketch the history of that experiment and its re- re
suits. I think H wilt be found rich, end ebouod- T
iug id auggestiuna as to the probable consequences tfa
of the renewed experiment proposed to be made, in P
localising slavery agitation in Kansas. cc
Pour years ago, when it was proposed to repeal the ui

Missouri compromise.to adopt the principle of non- ei
intervention, uud concede to the people or the Terri- u<
tones the right 'to settle the question of slavery in tl
their own way.it was said by the advocates of the in

measure, that, as soon as the principles of it came to fii
be understood all agitation and discussion upon the tv
subject of slavery in the Territories would be local- w
ixeu. excluded from Congress.and the country si
would be left in undisturbed repose. So boldly and II
contidently were tbese views maintained. that the tl
whole Southern delegation iu Congress, Whigs uud T
Democrats, with seven or eight exceptions, together si

with many Democrats from tne free States, cuuie into w
the support of the measure. How were these bold vi

predictions veriiiud ? In less than one inonlb of the
time during which the Kuusus-Ncbrurku bill was ol
(lending in Congress, nearly the whole North was in tl
u Hume of resentment and opposition. Old men, of p
high character and great influence, who had for li

twenty years opposed the policy and designs of the b
Abolition faction in (he North, suddenly became its n
allies und coadjutors. Thousands of the best citi- 01
zcns at the North, who had exerted all their energies M
to repress all opposition to the execution of the frwgi- S
tive Slave law or 1880, became suddenly converts to tl
I'rct-Soilisin '%c religious feelings of whole coinuiu- tl
nities became frenzied. The pulpit was converted into tl
an engine ofauti-slavery propngundiain, und hundreds
of thousauds of sober-minded and conservative peopleuf the North, who hud never countenanced see- M
tional strife on tho subject of slavery, evinced thut b
they hud thrown off their conservatism, slid were b
ready to array themselves under the banner of uny 01

Surly leader or fuetion, to check the progress of the S
outh in what they considered its aggressive policy. K
After that demonstration ofopposition at the North, ii

but little more was said in debate of the trauquillming ol
character of the measure. Hut its most influential w

supporters from the Houth, becoming inflamed und ui
irritated by the fierce invectives with which tho jli
measure was assailed, both within and ont of Con- n
gruss, became, in their torn, reckless (apparently at b

u. .... whtoutohvot <~.J ..victory.onobtaining a triumph by pussing the biill It
It was in vain that they were admonished that they II
were adding largely to the Abolition taction at the ei

Jlorth; that they were increasing the Free-Soil ele- C
moot of political power in thnt section. They ad- ol
itiittcd no distinction between Abolitionists and Free- Si
Sailers, and denounced all at the North who opposed n
the bill as Abolitionists and foes to (heSouth. Homo ni

gentlemen declared that the screamsof the Abolition- tr
ista were music to their ears. It was idle to warn men hi
in such a tempest of passion, that, instead ofsowing the in
aesds of peace us they hud promised, they were sow- di
itig dragons' teeth, that would spring up armed men. p
So intense did the feeling become on the subject, that
Some Southern inenib rs of Congress, Who had gone nl
into the support of the bill on the idea that the Mis- ci
souri restriction act was a violation of the treaty with lr
France, and who would not have listened for a mo- lo
nieut to the admission of aliens to the right of suf- 01

frage in the Territories, lost sight of these views
under tlie influence of the furor that was gotten up
among the friends ns well us the opponents of the S
measure; and they became even more determined
champions of the bill, when these grounds of their to
original adhesion were entirely swept away.one by
the rejection of the Clayton amendment, and the tl
other by the lladger proviso.than they were at the ai
outset. bi
There were, however, a few of the supporters of the ri

bill who to the last contended that the intemperate bi
demonstrations of opposition at the North were but di
the ebullitions of temporary excitement, which would tf
subside as soon us the equitable and just principles w

of the bill should be exhibited iu their practical op- b
peration in Kansas. On what flimsy grounds that de- p<
fusion wus indulged, and how soon and under whi t
circumstances it vanished, I need not rccouut. The tr
recollection of every putriot must still be painfully bi
impressed with them. It is enough to say, that soon nl
ufier these principles were put in operation iu Kan- si
sas, disorder, anarchy, and civil wur, ensued iu rapid en
succession. It required the strong arm of the Gov- ci
eminent of the United States and the interposition ca
of the military force to sustain the Terrkor si Gov- is
eminent; and even now, after the lapse of four years, si
we still find that the presence of a military force is Tl
necessary to maintain peace. So much for the effect tli
of that measure on Kiiusus aud the country. How th
has it been in Congress? Need I ask tluitquestion? tu
Has not the subject of slavery in the Territory been hi
the ubsorbing subject of our thoughts and discus- w

sums at every session of Congress since the pas- of
sage of the Kansas-Nebraska act? Aud ns for the so
charac'cr and temper of the debutes upon this sub- in
ject, have they not, in asperity and fierceness, far (J<
exceeded those of any antecedent period of our his- 18
tory ? oti

Heeing that the principles of non-intervention nnd wi
popular sovereignty established bv the Kansas-Ne- th
oraskii act had not been successful in repressing he
slavery agitation nnd sectional controversy, the friei ds wl
of that measure appear, in the last resort, to have in- vii
voked the Hujireme Court to interpose its ermine to m

stay the fratn-idal strife; and that august tribunal, n[
the last stay and hope f the Constitution to preserve pr
the balauce ofjustice even amid the storms of danger- th
ous and powerful factions, has plunged into the vur- hi
tex of political nnd sectional controversv. but that v«
high tribunal, with aU the advantages of the respect,
veneration, and confidence, which it h*» justh en- re

joved lor sixty years, has not been uble to stem the te
tide of sectional controversy, which still rolls onward, nl
and threatens to sweep us on to a fatal catastrophe. tli
The President tells us in his special message that nt

everv patriot had hoped the Kansas-Nebraska act ci
would liuvc put a final end to the slavery agitation ct
wbieb for twenty years "convulsed the country and 1,1

endangered the Union." That statement is not quite tai

fair, if he bad. gone back thirty-seven years, be '
would have included the Missouri Compromise. !>

Kvery pstrot hoped that Dial measure was a BriaJ to

settlement of nil diflicullics in regard to the Territo- jb
rit-H then belonging to the United Slate*. IT the
{'resident had adverted to that other period, and f°
1850, w hen there was another slavery agitation that P'
convulsed the country and endangered the Union, ho P'
might have aa.d, with perfect truth, that every patriot tu
had hoped that the Compromise measures then 1"
adopted would put a quietus upon slavery agitation. *n

The great men of both parties, the distinguished ar

statesmen of the country of the period of lS£i> and of to

lfftf), realixed by their wisdom and pa riotism the ft
ezpectatiooe of Ine great f >unders of our syotcm, who lul

amicir.an d difficulties on thissubji ct. So Important tr
was Ine promised exemption from future slavery sti

agitation held out by the Compromise measures of
laoO felt to be by the people, so highly appreciated Ce

and hailed with such joy, that in 18o2, when the two of
great parties of the country met in Convention to an

make their platforms and nominate their candidates in
for tiio Presidency, both felt compelled, bv public re

lentiment, to solemnly pledge themselves to abide by dl
»r acquiesce in the Compromise of 1 *.V», and never be
igain to Conntenancc agitation on the snhjeet of pi
ifavery in any form whatever. Kaeh of the nomi- ar
aces of the two parties, General I'icere and General dii
icotl, in his letter accepting his Domination, pledged an
I'tnsetf that, if he should he called to the Fresidency, oh
le would faithfully conform to the policw to wlii' h ne

11 party had pledged itself uport this subject. So stt
leeply was the interest diffused throughout the coun- m

,ry in favor of maintaining the Compromises of lsfio, (rr

hat, though there was not a breath of suspicion tal
igauist General Scott's fidelity and sincerity in main- an

auiing the cauae of peace, yet, because it was eufv- tin

rosed that he had some prominent friends who hid do
ot that object so much at heart, that slight ground no

if distrust hud the effect to turo the election in favor is
if (be more-trusted candidate of the Democratic party, th
.eneral Fierce more trusted for the devotion of hts mi

rietids to ibe maintenance of the Compromise of ag
850.by the overwhelming number of 263 electoral iot
otea to 43 given to General Scott; while the distin- Su
pushed Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. lists,] wi
rbo allowed his name to be run on the Free-Soil coi

icket, received m the whole Union a popular vote of it

'Oly one hundred and liftj-seven thousand (187.000,) nn.

nd not a single electoral vote. That, however, is Dot ch
ho strongest evidenoc of the feeling that was man- sal
rested in regard to the Compromise memures of
870. In the elections which came off in the fall of
853, and in the succeeding spring, one hundred and ^
ifty-nine (15V) Democratic members were elected to rl.
he House of Representatives, giving the Democratic t,n
iarty a majority of eighty-four ^84) in that Ilouae. j>r
Mr. HALF). And I lost my election to the Senate of

lie name year. of
Mr. Hfr'LIi. Yea, air; and other*, then members * eel
fthe Senate, as well as yourself, might never hare J
een returned to the Senate again, but for the pas- Ma
ore of the Kanoho-N ebraak a act. l'r<
When Congress met, in December, 1858, the Dem- ten

erntic party had the large majority in the House of pri
lepresentences betore stated ; and among the mi- ler

only there were only three or four members who acr

rsired to further agitate the question of slavery, of
rhile in the Senate there were only five Krse-Soilers, me

II told : so effectually had the Free-Soil movement dsi
ii th« North been put down by the Compromises of 1
850. sor

The Senator from Georgia said to-day that the ma

lompromise of l^in had never given satisfaction or ths
uiet anywhere, North or Soutli. Let me toll him ant

liat st the last session of the 32d Congress the very cid
ne that preceded the introduction of the Kansas- ant

febrsH^Jjill -a similar one, saving the rliiuse repeal- wit

ng the lUsvoiiri Coniproiniae, and establishing the gir
irinciple of non-intervention, passed the House of the
leprraentatives, with scarcely an allusion to the r g
Isvery restriction act id ) MHO. There were only forty- to
hres '(48) votes against the bill in the House, and ior
mm of them from the North. On that occasion be
hers was not a word said of the propriety or iastioe am

f repealing the Missouri Compronnao. On the last con

light of that session I contributed with the distill- the
nisbed Senator from Terns (Mr. Houston] to defeat the
lie passage of that bill in the Senate. The objections stil
Sped against it were, that there waa no white papula- be
ion in the Territory; that the measure would be a ma

iolation ol numerous Indian treatiea; and at laat the dof
ill failed, more from the want of time than from any avc

ther eanse ; not a singW Southern Senator, besides ing
nyself and the Senator from Texts, interposed s oM
rord against the bill. So mnch aa to the correct- tire
iesa of the statement of the Senator from Georgia, in of

..

lutiou to tbe effect of the Missouri Compromise, tb
but bill. w*s laid oil the tsbk oa tb* lust night of di
it) session.tbe third of March, 1868. Qeueral u|
ierce, ou the next day, m his inaugural address di
ingrutulated tbe couuky ou Um restoration of peace ti<
id harmony, and, true to hla former pledge, he suluulyprouiiaed that be would do nothing duriug hia w
1111 iiiiblration to disturb the couditiou of things in
ten so happily existing in tbe country. In his lirst th
icssage, ou the meeting of Congress in December st
illowmg, he runewed this pledge; but in less than tb
ro short months from tbe date of that message, tbe oi
bole political heavens, then beaming brightly, aud >Si
lading ioy and cheering to tbe hearts of the people, ci
ie whole scene, us it were, in a twinkling, aud as by C
le ugcncy of some diabolical magic, was changed, gi
he political skies were suddenly overcast by dark te
nd portoiitouH clouds, out of which a storm arose, ci
liicti. in the laugusgu of the President, " has con- m
ulsed the Uniou, and shaken it to its very centre." pi
I now ask the attention of the Senate to the effect

r the experiment of localizing slavery agitation in I
ie Territories, made in 1854, in changing the com- al
lexion ol parties both in Congress and in the conn- tb
y. In the- Congress which passed the Kuin-as-Ne- a

ranku'bill, we have seen that there was at tbe com- p
leucement of the session, in December, 1868, a Dem- ju
uratie majority of eighty-four in (he House of Kep- oi

,'seutatives, and only four Free-Soilors, ami in the
enute a like number.so small, yet so distinct in c<
leir principle that neither of the two great parties Li
leu known to the country knew well how to arrange ri
lem on committees. st
Mr. HA I.E. You left them off. It
Mr. liELli. The Whigs were afraid to touch them. n<

[r. Chase was a Democrat, und was so recognised ri
y his brethren in the Henate, and was taken care of tb
y them in arranging the committees; yet he was tii
ne of the gentlemen whom I have designated as Free- si
oilers. Now, let us see what was tho effect of the cl
.aiisas-Nebruska act on the elections which ensued ut
i the fall of 1854, just on the heels of the adoption hi
f that measure. One hundred and seven Free-Soilers tb
ere returned to the House of Representatives, T
nil uie iiemocruUc party, instead 01 Having u urn- in

a-ity of eighty-four in that House, found itself in a C
liuority of ocvouty-aix; and in the Senate the tium- vi
er of Free-Soilers whs increased to thirteen. Sueli th
as the complexion of the two houses of Congress in in
10 33d Congress, which assembled in December, th
(55. Now, we limi in llio bunutc twciilv Feee-Soil- tu
s. llow many more they may haro in' tho next h<
ongress, will depend upon tho disposition we make ct
I'the question now before lite Senate. I cull upon the st
enatorfrom Georgia to suy whether he will have that re
umber limited or not "Does%e want u sultloicnt C
umber to preveut the ratiticatiou of any future b(
eaty of acquisition? How long will it be before we th
ire ihat number, if the Southern Democracy persist tli
their present course? They would seem to be in

iieplv interested in uddiog to the power of the lie- cc
tiblioau party. te
1 consider {hut the most fearful and portentous of p<
1 tho results of the Kansas-Nebraska act was to pi
eute, to build up a great sectional parly. My friend N
(«n Ohio, who sits uear me, JMr. Wauk] must al- di
w me to say, that I regard his party as a sectional th
ie. th
Mr. WADE. Is not the other side a sectional party? ni

Mr. BELL. So fur as they are conlincd to the re
outh they arc, but (hey say that they lap oyer. th
Mr. WADS. Jbap over farther South still. [Laugh- lo
r.l th
Mr. BELL. I consider that no more ominous and hi
ireatcning cloud can darken the political horizon to
any time. How formidable this party has ulrcady st
:come may be well illustrated by the fuct that ita ol
ipresentutivc candidate, Mr. Fremont, was only th
jatcn iu the last l'rusideuliul election by Uic most ur

.'Sperate efforts; and I feel warranted in buying, iu
lat but lor the imminent prospect of his success ci
hicli shone out near the close of tbo canvass, Mr. pi
uchanan would not have attained his present high C<
isition. ra

Such have been the trophies of the victory.the ct

iumph achieved in the passage of tbo Kausas-Ne- pi
raska act in 1854. It is with all this sud expetience ui

the effects of that experiment in localizing the ci
avcry agitation in the Territories, that we arc now
died upon to renew it. To be sure, we are told the ot
rcumsta-ices ore not the same. They are not identi- fei
il, I admit. For instance, we arc told that if there cu

any wrong done by accepting the Lecoinpton Con- vi
ilution, the people of Kansas can easily redress it. na

bey have, il is said, an inalienable right to change fo
icir Constitution when and how they please, and th
at they are not fettered by any restric'ions con- ciu

ined ill this Constitution. I was sorry to hear the tli
mornble Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hvntrk,] tit
horn I regnrd as one of the old-fashioned supporters wl
strict priucipies.to whatever iucouveiiieiicc they au

mutinies lean .say, in h s late speech, that he was 1 1
clined to think the provision in tba Lrcompton pi
institution which prescribes that after the year ac
94 it may be amended in the way therein poiutcd wl
it, docs not prcveDt any alteration or change of it di:
Inch tho people may think proper to make before gr
at time; nay, 1 may say that I was astonished lo th
ar such a declaration coming from that Senator,
ben wc all know that the only purpose of that pro- H;,
sion in the Constitution was to prevent any auieud- njl
ent before 1864. Tliis is the very restriction relied niJ
ion lo give color to the change already mode ami t|,
iipagated in some of the slaveholding Stales, that ^
oae members of Congress from the South who may vo
r their votes defeat this measure, will have pre- an
nted the establishment of a slave State in Kansas. |el
But the President takes the bolder ground that tlie ,n
strietion In the Lecompton Constitution, though inndedto provent any ameiidment before lb«4, is
together unavailable, lie asserts the doctrine that ,fj
e people of a State i an change their Constitution
any time; and thiSjhe says is a fundamental prin- tu
pie of American freedom. He refers to the second lu
ausc of the bill of rights in the lecompton Consti- gu
tion, to eliow that the jieople of Kansas havo rec- oli

ignised this fundamental principle. In that clause n,
is declared that "all political power is inherent in Ht
ie people, and all free Governments are founded on f(l
eir authority and instituted for their benefit, and n
crcforc they have, at all times, an inalienable and w
defeasible fight to alter, reform, or abolish their .r,
rm of govemmoit. in suoh a manner as tbev think [j,
oper." This language is identical with that em- ft
oyed in the bill of rights to be lonnd in the Consti- th
! ..*,« rtnn(uw4tfl«L New Jcrwv TVnncHitea Ala.

una, and Mississippi, and probably in those of jtf
any other Slates, for I hare not hud time to ex- Br
nine them all. What is meant by this declaration, all
be found in the bill of rights of moat or all of our w
ate Constitutions T Nothing more is meant than to fn
sort the right of revolution.the antagonistic doc- ur
inc to thut of passive obedienoe, at one period so fr,
rongly maintained in England. a ,

It wilt be difficult to maintain, by any sound pro- a

as of reasoning, that this recognition of the right wi

the people to change their/orm of g irrrnmrat has th
ly reference to a change of their OanMil»tirmt; for, St
all uf them, their right to do that is not only fully I I
cognised, but the mode in which it can be done is w<

tinctly prescribed. Tlie principle assorted in a

II of rights, in any State Constitution, is, that the cx
ople, when their rights of person and of property
c trodden down, when thoir dearest Interests arc go
regarded and sacrificed by an unjnst, arbitrary, jr,

id oppressive Ooveri ment, tliey have a right to cp
ango or abolish it by a resort to the sword, it (bund
eessarv. They hare a right, under the rircnin- J,b
mcea I have described, to establish a pure liemoc- tal
cv, and dispense with the use of all organic laivs cx
fVinstitntiona, if they choose. They may even catilisba monarch v, if they believe that their rgbta jn
d interests would be beat protected and promoted j.
ider such a form of goreminent; but the right to j.
all this ia clearly a revolutionary one. There is frr
danger in the recognition of this right; bnt there Tt.
danger in the admissiou of the doctrine avowed by jy,
b 1'reaident, that a majority of the people of a State ,.d
ty set aside all the guards in their t'-nnstitutlona r,
ainst sudden and capricious changes of its provis- )[,,
ia, and change it as often and wbco they please. ]ai
eh a doctrine reduces all organic laws to a level bit
th art* of the legislature. If such a d..ctrine shall
me to be generally admitted and practiced upon,
cannot iuil. in the end, to lead to opprcasion and
archy, and make a resort te revolution and a jpc
ange of the form of government Ibe only means of ha
rc«y. .ion
I had supposed that the chief merit of the great th<
nerican invention of written Constitutions and or- lit
nic laws was in the protection they afforded to the lie
;hta of the minority against the tyranny f an arbi- t-<
try and capricious majority. The doclriue of the str
aside lit strikes down at a blow the whole system gci
defences and guarantees intended for the security rai

minorities. Majorities can always protect ibeni- gil
res. Doi
dot it ia said that the great State of New Yotk and no

iryland have practiced upon Ibe doctrine of the lin
psident in changing their Constitutions. If that be pic
«, 1 maintain that they actetHipon a revolutionary by
ociple; and the sooner that is understood, the bet- lin
for the country and its institutions. Agenetal wa

|uiesoenoe among the people in an irregular mode ba<
hanging their Constitutions may result in no im- art
diate mischief: it is in tho precedent that the ins
mcr lias. sui

flic honorable Senator from Georgia announced be
no great tin lbs to-day. lie said that mankind to
de a long atep, a great stride, when they declared gri
,t minorities snould not rule; and that a still higher of
I nobler ad ranee had been made when it was de- Its
ed that majorities could only rule through regular im|
1 legal forms, lie asserted this general doctrine Hoi
,h referenoc to the construction he proposed to ble
e to the l/ccompton Constitution; and to saj that I
people of Kansas, unless they spoke through son

;uUr forms, cannot speak at all. He will allow me Ne
ay, bowercr, that the forms through which s ms- I h
ity speaks in forming s State Constitution must gre

Provided and established by competent authority; tns
his doctrine can hare no application t > the he- nat

iiuton Constitution, unless h.- can first show that exc

legislature of Kansas was vested with legal an- tha
rity to provide for the formation of a State Con- Her
ution; for, until that can be ahown, tliere could can
no regular and legal forms through which the lies
jority could aprnk on that question. But bow he
* that Senator reconcile his doctrine with that tie
iwed by the President, as to the futility of attempt- eno

; by constitutional provisions, to fetter the power ore
.he people in changing their Constitution at pleas- lion
T In no Slates ot the Union so icneh as in some it c
the slaveholding States would such a doctrine as S

1

ut bo ao apt to be abused by incendiary demagogues,
sappoin led aud desperate politicians, in. stirring
> tLe people to assemble voluntarily in Convention,
ar.gsrding all the restrictions iu their Constituji),uud strike at the property of the slaveholder.
The honorable Senator from Kentucky inquired
bat. under thia near doctrine, would prevent the
ajority of the people of a majority of tlte States of
ie Union from changing the present Federal Coniiution,and abrogating all existing guarantees for
ie protection of the small Slates, una any peculiar
* particular interest confined to a minority of the
la es of the Union. The analogy, 1 admit, is not
uuplete between the Federal Constitution and a
oustitutiou of a State; but the promulgation of the
facial principle, that a majority of the people are
ttered by no constitutional restrictions in the exersaof their right to change their form of governicnt,is dangerons. That is quite enough for the
urposes of demagogues and iuceudiary agitators.
NY lien I read the special messago of the l'resident,
said to some friends lliat the message, taking it
together, was replete with more dangerous heresies
luii uuv pa|K-r 1 hud ever seen euiuuating, uot from
President of the United States, but from any politiilclub in the country, and calculated to do liiore inry.I consider it in effect, aud iu its tendencies, as

rguuiziug anurcby.
We ure told, that if we admit Kansas with the LeimptonConstitution, thia whole difficulty will soon

a settled by the people of Kansas. How f Hy d s
gtrdingihe mode and terms prescribed by tho Conitutioufor amendiug it? No. I am not sure that

ie President, ufter all Ibe lofty generalities aiiauncedin his message in regard to the tnalienuble
glits of the people, intended to sanction the idea
iat all the provisions of the Lecompton Coustituon,in respect tu the mode and form of umemliug it,
lould be set aside, lie Hays the Legislature now
ccted may at its first meeting cull a Convention to
nend the Constitution: and in unothcr nussuire of
is message lie says that this inalienable power of
ie majority must DC exercised in a lawful manner,
hut ia perplexing Can there be any lawful enactuntof the Leg slut lire in rulaiiun to the cull of a
nuvolition, iinless it bo in conformity with the prosionsof the Constitution f They require that twolirdsof the ineitibors of the Legislature shall concur
passing nn uct to take the aeuae of the people upon
e call of u Convention, and that the vote shall be
ken at thu next regular election, which cannot be
jld until two years afterwards. llow can this diffiiltybe got over? The truth Is, that unless all conilutiotialimpediments in reap, ct to forma be set
lide, and the pooplo tuke it iu baud to amend the
unatitutiou ou revolutionary principles, there can
: no end of agitation on this subject in less than
iree years. I long since ventured the prediction
at there would be no settlement of the difficulties
Kansas until the next Presidential election. To

intinuc the agitation is too important to the iurestsof both the great parties of the country to dis:usewith it us long as any pretext can be found for
olonging it. In the closing debute on the Kansasebruskabill 1 told its supporters that they could
> nothing more certain to disturb the composure of
ic two Souutors who sat on the opposite side of
io Chamber, one from Massachusetts, [Mr. Suu?n,]and the other from Ohio, [Mr. Chasb,J than to
ject that bill. Its passage wus the only thing in
>e range of possible events by which their political
rtiinca could be resuscitated, so completely liad
iu Free-Soil movements at the North been paralyzed
f the Compromise measures of 1850. I say now
the advocates of this measure, if they want to

reugtben the Republican party, and give the reins
government into their hands, puss this bill. If

icy desire to weaken the powei of that party, and
rest the progress of slavery agitntion, reject it;
id if it is their policy to put an end to the agitation
innected witli Kansas affairs at the earliest day-ucticuble, us thcysnyitis, then let them remit this
.institution buck to the people of Kausus, for their
tification or rejection. In that way the whole diftii:tycould be settled b fore the adjournment of the
ca®it scssiou of Congress, without the violation of
iv sound principle, or ihe sacrifice of the rights of
iher section of the Union.
Hut the 1'iesident informs us that threatening and
iilnous clouds impend over the country; and he
ill s that if Kansas is not admitted under the LimptouConstitution, slavery agitation will lie rtvedin a more dangerous form than it has ever yet
sumed. There may be grounds for that opinion,
r aught 1 know; but it seems to me that if any of
e States of the South have taken any position on this
lestion which endungers the peace of the country,
ey could not have been informed of tbc true containof affairs in Kansas, and of the strong objections
lich may be urged on principle against the nccep

ceby Congress of the Lecompton Constitution. And
liuve such confidence in the intelligence of the peoeof ihe wholeSouth, that when the history and charterof this instrument shall be known, even tho.e
to would bj glad to find some plausiblepretext for
ssolviitg the Union will see that its rejection by Con-
ess would not furnish them with snch a one as

cy could make available for tbeir purposea.
When the Kansas-Nebraska bill waa under diaens-
>n in 1894, in looking to all the consequences which
ight follow the adoption of that measure, I could
it overlook the tact that a sentiment of bos ility to
e Union was widely diffused in certain Status of
e South, and that her sentiment was only prentedfrom assuming an organised form of resisticeto the authority of the Federal Government, at
tat iu one of the States in 1851, by the earnest rconstranceof a sister State that was supposed to
inpatbixe with her in the project of establishing a
inthcrn Republic. Nor could I fail to remember
at tlie project.I speak of the Convention held in
mth Carolina, in pursuance of an act of the Legislart.wasthen poat]>oned, not dropped. The argueutwas successfully urged, that an enterprise of
ich magnitude ought not to be entered upon withitthe co-operation of a greater number of States
an tbey could then certainly count upon. It was
atcd that all the cotton-planting States would, borea great while, be prcpaicd to unite in the movteut,and that they, by the force of circumstances,
Duld bring in all the slavchnlding States. The
uund waa openly taken, that separation waa of
cvitable neccasity. It waa only a question of time,
was naitl that no new aggression wus necessary on
c part of the North, to justify such a step. It was
sumod that the operation of this Government from
foundation had been adverse to Southern interests,

id that the admission of California as a free State,
id the attempt to exclude the citizens of the South,
ith their property, from all the territory acquired
am Mexico, wus a sufficient justification for div
lion. It was not a mere menace to deter the North
im further aggressions. These circumstances made
deep impression on iny mind at the time; and from
period long anterior to that, I had knowu that it
us a maxim with the most skilful tacticians among
use who desired separation, that the alaveliolding
ates must be united.consolidated in one party,
le object once effected, disunion, it was supposed,
>uld follow without difficulty.
I had my fears thst the Kansns-Xcbrsska bill was
peeled to consolidate the South, and to pave the
ly for the accomplishment of ulterior plans, by
me of the most active supporters of thst messnre
m the South; and these tears I indicated in ths
aung debate ou that subject Somo of the auprtcrsof thai measure, I (ear, arc reluctant now to
andon the chances of finding soine pretext for agi-
ling the subject of separation, in the South, in the
isting complications of the Kansas embroilment
'io what extent the ides of disunion is entertained
some of the Southern States, and what importanceattached to the policy of uniting the whole South
one party, as a preliminary step, may be inferred
itn a speech delivered before the hout hern Con-
Dtion lately held in Knoxville, Tennessee, bv Mr
Itow, the president of the Convention, and the

ilor of a popular Southern Review. I will only
Tor now to the fats to which the author resigns
use who dars to break the ranks of that solid pba-
ix in which he thinks the South should be com-
led.t'ist is, to be "held up to public scorn and
btic punishment as traitors and furies, more
enrd in guilt than those of the Revolution itself."
1 have but a few words more to sav o»i this sub- i
:t 1 have been pained at manv tilings which I i
ve heard in the progress of this debate. Tlichon- i
tblc Senator from New York [Mr. SbwardJ and
t honorable Senator from Swuth Carolina Mr. i
iMMOxnj opened new and wider and more alluring t
ids for discussion.alluring, not by their tendency j
train the public mind to contemplate the dc- |tiofiitn nf tKu ITnism with otimnlnoon/'w Kni na asia

sting subject* of debate whicfi offer an unlimited 1

ige fur intellectual display.rich theme* for the i
ding* of faney. I *hall not rpntnre beyond the j
rders of theae new Held* of diacuaaion. I could f
t but be atruck and fascinated by the grand outi?aof the gorgeous yet beautiful filling up of the |
dure of Southern power and resource* presented i
the able and eloquent Senator from South Caro- f
a; but the faacinulion was all gone when my eye t
a at leisure to rest for an in*tant on tbe'dark ,
k ground which the rich pencilling* of a master |
ist were intended to light up. Still theae chang-
r emotions did not prevent tne from fueling some |
Ks that llie eloquent Senator, whom I know to £

iusl and generous, could hnd it in his heart
close Ins speech without some slight expression of <]
ititudc offering nine small tribute to the worth ,
that glorious old Federal Union, which, after all .
plundering* by tariffs, navigation laws internal f
[irotemen a, and national hanks, had still left the
ith in possession of such multiplied riches and c
aaing*. .
wish I could with propriety pass without notice n

ne passages in the speech of the Senator from 0
w \ ork, [Mr. 8aw*nii,J towards whom personally
are no unkind holing. It was with pain and re- j]
t that I listened to the utterance of sentiments by a
t Senator, affording material of the most effective ~

ore tor agitation at the South, and calculated to
ite the feelings of those who still cling to the hope
i the Union may be perpetual. The honorable
iator spoke with deliberation; and what he said
not be coosidcred to have escaped his lips in the
it and excitement of debate. Several weeks ago,
Tauntingly proclaimed to the Senate that the batoffreedom was already won. But that was not
ugh. When lie wa* last on the floor, assumingcolar mien and mice, he read to us, a* from the
ik of fate, the decree* which he seemed to think
oncerned the South to know. ®

<ome of u* had flattered ourselves, that when the ai

..............

Kansas question should be settled, peace and quiet
would reign in Congrats and throughout the country.
The houorable Senator from New York announced
to us thut this was a gross delusion: that the admissionof Kansas as a Free State would not terminate
the slavery agitation in Congreas or anywhere else;
that neither Congreaa nor the oountryis to have any
respite from its evils, and that there never will be
quiet on the slavery question until the South ahall
have abandoned all further efforts to extend slavery
under the ^fqderal Constitution. He even undertakesto advise the South on this point. He could
eounsel nothing less. No otnqnering general in a
cooler manner, or with an air of greater authority,
ever dictated to vanquished enemies the terms on
which they could have peace But be does not enoourageus willi the hope of peace and quiet, even if
the South should yicla to his counsel, aud seek no
further extension of slavery. Agitation, he informs
us, is to go on until the Supreme Couitof the United
Stales is reorganized, or shall recede from some of
the doctrines, so abhorrent to him, it has lately promulgated.1 shall not enter into any discussion of
these doctrines. I will say, however, that if the
opinions announced bv that court are founded on
sound principles, and formed within the psle ot judicialauthority under the Conalilutioin, they will stand,and ought to stuud; if otherwise, like Hundreds oi
decisions in the judicial history of this aounu-y and
Great Britain, they will yield to further and closer
investigation without any disorganising interpositionof thu legislative power. If, as many gentlemenhero say, thoy were extrajudicial opinions, obiter
dicta, voluntary announcement of sentiments and
opiniona, they can do no injury in any quarter; because,whenever the same questions shall again arise,thoy will be open to argument and readjtidioatiou.Whatever may be the decision of that Court ou the
power of Congress to interfere with the questions of
slavery in thu Territories, and however clear and
well-founded in principle and authority its decision
may he, I have supposed that, iuasoiuch us it i#question of constitutions! construction or interpietatiou,and relutes to the jurisdiction and pssrar of a
separate department of the Government.a departmentalways more or less tiuder the iniluenoe of politicalconsiderations.the question would not be regardedas permanently settled; and tliat whenever
in future, us heretofore, Congress shall be culled
upon to legislate concerning a Territory, the questionwill again become a subject a discussion and
such decision as the majority shall think proper to
declare. Congress was never swayed by the opinionof the Supreme Court ou thu question of its powerto establish a National Bank; nor will it be controlledby any of its opinions on questions involving
political considerations. If 1 am right in these
views, and when it is clear that no injury can be
done to either the North or the South by the opinionrecently pronotiuced by the Supreme Court uponthis question, why should it be made a pretext fur
continuing thiH dangerous slavery agitation 7
As to the opipion of the court on the question of

the recognition of property in slaves by the Constitution,I will say but a word or two. I will not enter
into any argument of it, but I will refer the honorableSenator from New York, and others .who agreewith him, to an authority which I think they will
not disavow, and for which all who have any admirationfor great ability, associated with all those personalqualities that give weight and churucter to a
statesman, will respect. I allude to llufus Kiog, of
tlie organic period of our history. 1 allude to him
not only as authority upon a point of constitutional
construction, but as a model of ScuatorinI proprietyin the discussion of questions affecting the personalsensibilities and interests of brothei Senators. 11c
is known to have been, if not the mover, the ablest
champion of the slavery restrictive policy, lie was
also a member of the Convention thut framed the
Constitution. In his speech at the commencement
of tho controversy npon this subject, in 1817, in reviewingthe history of tho concession made by the
Convention which framed the Constitution to the
sluvcholdittg States, of a representation founded upon
three-fifths of their slaves, added to their free population,ho contended that it was unequal and unjust
to the free States, on the ground that it was a representationfounded on property, and so understood
when the concession was made; and if the principle
was right, it ought U> have extended to property in
the free States as well as in the slave States.
That eminent man, while he showed himself a determinedopponent of the extension of slavery, never

sought to weukeu or undermine any of the securities
which existed for the protection of slave property,by the announcement of any doctrine or sentiment
not in strict conformity with the obligations and requirementof the positive institutions of the Government,in the counci s of which he participated. He
always spoke within and under the Constitution.
He may have held slavery iu as great abhorrence as
Ihe Senator from York professes to do. He may
have considered that, as a question of Christian
eth cs, man cannot be the subject of property; but if
sucli was his'opinion, the greater tbe honor that will
attach to his memory as a man and as a statesman,
for bis forbearance to set up his private opinions as
of higher authority than the Constitution and Government,in the service of which he was engaged.The honorable Senator from New York further
announced to ua, in exultant tones, thai " at last
there was a North side of this chamber, a North
side of the chamber of tbe House of Representatives.and a North side of tbe Union, as well as a
South side of all these;" and he admonished ua
that the time was at hand when freedom would assertits due influeaoe iu the regulation of the domesticand foreign policy of the oountry.When wss theic a time in the history of the Governmentthat tbero was no Nrrth side of th'S chamberand of the o'her? When was there a time that
there waa not a proud array of Northern men in
both chambers, distinguished for their genius and
ability, devoted to tbe interests of the North, and
successful in maintaining them 7
Though it may be true that Southern men have

filled the Executive ehair for much the largest portionof the tune that luu elapsed since the organizationof the Government, vet when, in what ir stance
was it, that a Southerner haa been elevated to that
high station without the support of a majorit* of the
freemen of the North ?
Do rou of the North complain that the policy of

the Government, under the long-continued influence
of Southern Presidents, lias been iniuriuus or fatal to
your interests ? Has it paralyzed your industry?lias it crippled your resource's V Has it impaired
your energies ? lias it checked your progress tu any
one department of human effort* Let your mercantilemurine, your ahips whitening every sea.the fruit
of wise commercial regulations and navigation laws;
let your flourishing agriculture, your astonishing progressin manufacturing skill, your great canals, your
thousands of miles of railroads, your vast trade, internaland external ; vour proud cities, and your accumulatedmillions of moneyed capital, ready to be
invested in profitable enterprises in any jiart of the
world, answer that question. Do yon complain of a
narrow and jenlous policy under Southern rule, in
extending and opening new fields of enterprise to
yourhnrtly sons in the Great West, along the line of
the great chain of American lakes, even to the head
watera of the father of rivers, and over the rich and
fertile plains stretching southward Irom the lake
shores? Let the teeming populations.let the hundredsof millions of annual products that have suecceededto the but recent drearv and unproductive
haunts of the red man.answer that question.
That very preponderance of free Htates which the

Senator from New York contemplates with such satisfaction,and which has moved him cxultingly to
exclaim that there is at last a North side of this
chamber, haa been hastened by the liberal policy of
Southern. Presidents and Southern sta csuien; and
has it become the ambition of that Senntor to units
siid.combinc all this great, rich, and powerful North
in the policy of crippling the resources and repressingthe power of the South? Is this to be the one
idea which ia to mould the policy of the Government,
when tlist gentleman nnd Ins friends shall control it?
It it be, then I appeal to the better feelings and the
better judgment of his followers to arrest him in his
mad career. Sir, let us have some brief interval of
repose at least from this eternal agitation of the
davery question. I,ct power go into whatever hands
t may. Ia t us save the Union 1

I have all the confidence other gentlemen cm have
n the extent to which this Union ia entrenched in
he hearts of the great mass of the people of the
Sorth and South j but when I reflect upou the desjerateand dangerous extremes to which ambitious
tarty leaders are often prepared to go, without
meaning to do the country any mischief, in the
itruggle for the imperial power, the crown of the
American Presidency, I sometimes tremble for its
ate.
Two great parties are now divding the Union on

Ws question, it is evident to every man of sense,
vho examines it. that practically, in respect to
ilavery, the result will be the same both to North
tnd South; Kansas will be a free State, no matter
vhat may be tbe decision t n this qutstibn. Hut
tow that decision may nfleet the fortnn s of those
>arti's is not certain, an t there is the thief difficulty,
tut the g'eatrct question of all is, bow will that
lcci«ion affe t the country as a whole?
Two adverse yet concurrent and mighty forces are

Iriving the vessel of state towards the rocks npon
rliich she mnst split, u ilcss she receives timely aid.
paradox, yet expressive of a momentous and peri.ipsa fatal truth
There is no hops of rescue unless the sobrr-minddmen, both of the North and South, sha'l, by some

uflicicnt. influence, be brought to adopt the wiso
naxiins and sage counsels of iha gnat founders of
ur Government,
Mr. President, I will not longer trespass npon the

ndulgence of tbe Senate.

C. W. rENTON,
PRINTER AND STfiREOTYPEH

Cuts, Lends, and Metal Furniture mails
to order.

CORN** or TtrntANA AVR1CTT* Attn SRCOND STRXRT.

Wanhinyton D. C.
Itoolts, Pamphlets, Planks, Wood Cuts of all

escriptions, stereotyped with neatness, cheapness
nd despatch.

dMU/M Ayert Pills
Bltti'mf An particularly adapted to

r/wjjr- derangemeutaof the digest! v«
ipp*ratu, Ud disseeiie arteAumimpurity of Uw

3~ky blood. A large part of all the
2^ ~~TM complaints that attic* man*

~~TrTa** ur'KluKt0OB* °f these,
and consequently theaa Pill*
an found to oun iuau> (adstiesof diaeaee.

Subjoined an the sUtemauts hoot ton eminent phyttclans,of thidr effect* In their practice.
Ah a Family Physio.

PVost Dr. JC. W. OtrtwrigKt, qf JVsw OrUaog.
" Toar Pill* are the prlnoe of purges. Their eaoallaad

qualities surpaaa suy cathartic we possess. They are mild,
but very certain sua effectual iu their action on the bowels,
which make* thorn invaluable to lit in the daily treatment
of disease."
Fob Javndich and all Liybb Complaint#.

Horn Dr. Thoodoro BtU, of Hoc York orp.
" Not only an your Pills admirably adapted to their

purpose aa an aperient, but I And their beneficial efleete
upon the Liver very marked indeed. They have in my
practice proved more effectual for the cure of Mfosst con*

plaint* than any one remedy I can uieution. 1 sincerely
rejoice that we have at length a purgative which it worthy
the confidence of the probation and the people."

Dybpbphia . Indigestion.
From Dr. Hcnrf J. Ahex, of St. hooka.

"The Pn.lt you wen kind enough to tend me have bean
all uaed in my practice, and have satitfled me that they an
truly an extraordinary medicine. Bo peculiarly an they
adapted to the dieeaeee of the human system, that they seem
to work upon them alone. I have cured eome easee of dytprimaand indigutim with them, which bsui resisted the
other remedies we commonly nee. Indeed I here experimentallyfound them to be effectual in almost all the coup
plaints for which you recommend them."

Dysbntekt. Diahbhcba . Relax.
From Dr. J. O. Oroon, qf Chicago.

- Yonr Pill* have had a long trial In my practice, and I
L.1S .1 <_ mux -- ... hsl .n>rhi>l> T Kannw

found. Their alterative effect upon the liver makes them
an excellent remedy, whengiven In mall doses, for bilioui
dytentery and dtarrhaa. Their sugar-coating makaa them
very anoeptable and oonventant for the use of women and
children.
INTERNAL OBSTRUCTION.WoEMB.SUFPEEESION.
Frmm Mr*. B. Stuart, tate mclin aa a Phyietaa ami Midair*

M Baton.
" I And one or two large doaee of your Pius, taken at the

proper time, are excellent promotives of the natural accretionwhen wholly or partially suppressed, and alao very of
fewtual to cleanae the stomach and expel worms. They are
ao much the beat phytic we have that I recommend no otbar
to my patten ta."

Constipation . Costiveness.
From Dr. J. P. Vaughn, Montreal, Canada.

" Too much cannot be aaid of your Pnxa for the cure of
cmtivenat. If othera of our fraternity have found them
aa efficacious aa i have, they ahould Join ma in proclaiming
It for the benefit of the multitndea who auffer .from thai
complaint, which, although bad enough in itself, la the progenitorof othera that are worae. i believe eodiocruu to
originate in the liver, bat your POLS affect that organ and
cure the disease."
Impunities op the Blood. Scrofula. Ertsipxlab. Salt Rheum . Tetter. Tumors
. Rheumatism. Gout. Neuralgia.

From Dr. M*Mel Halt, Philadelphia.
"Ton were right, Doctor, in saying that your Pius purify

the blood. They do that I have uskl them of late yean In
my practioe, and agree with your statements of their efficacy.
They stimulate the excretorles, and carry off the Imparlties
that stagnate in the blood, engendering diaeaae. They
stimulate the organs of digestion, and infuse vitality and
vigor Into the system.
" Such remedies aa you prepare are a national benefit, and

you deserve great credit for them."
For Headache.Sick Hbadach*.FoulStomach.Piles.Dropsy.Plethora.Paralysis
. Fits .Ac.

From Dr. Bdward Boyd, Baltimore.
"Dsab Dr. Ana: I cannot answer you what complaints

I have cured with your Pols better than to say all that toe
ever treat with a purgative medicine. I place great dependenceon an effectual cathartic in my daily contest with diaeaae,and believing aa I do that your Puis afford us the beat
wa have, I of course value them highly."
SS" Moat of the Pills in market contain Mercury, which,

although a valuable remedy In akilfnl hands, la dangerous
In a public pill, from the dreadful consequences that frequentlyfollow its Incautious use. Those contain no mercuryor mineral substance whatever.

Ayerfe Cherry Pectoral
Has long been manufactured by a practical chemist, and
every onnce of It under hie own eye, with invariable accoracyand care. It la sealed and protected by law from counterfeits,and consequently can be relied on aa genuine,
without adulteration. It anppliea the surest remedy the
world has ever known for the cure of all pulmonary ooroplaints;for Cocans, Golds, Hoaaamrxsa, Astoka, Cbocf,
Wboopibo Cooon, Bkomohitis, lacunar Ookbomption, and
for the relief of consumptive patients In advanced stages of
the disease. Aa time makes these facta wider and batter
known, this medicine has gradually become the heat relianceof the afflicted, from the log cabin of the American
peasant to the palaces of European king*. Throughout
this entire country, In every state and city, and indeed almostevery hamlet it oontalna, Onaav Pbctosal is known
as the best of all remedies for diseases of the throat and
lnnga. In many foreign countries it la extensively used by
their most intelligent physicians. If thera ia any dependenceon what men of every station certify it haa done for
them If we can trust our own senses when we aee the dangerousaffections of the lungs yield to it; If we can depend
on the assurance of intelligent physicians, whose business
is to know; In short, if there is any reliance npon any
thing, then is it irrefutably proven that this medicine does
fuf" rlfriD nf dlMAffM It ia dmiffnod frrr_ hfivnnd tny tnti
Ml other remedies known to mankind. Nothing but tu intrinsicvirtues, and the unmistakable benefit conferred on
thousands of sufferers, could originate and maintain the
reputation it enjojn While man^inferior remedies haTO
been thrust upon the community, have failed, and bean
discarded, this has gained friends by every trial, conferred
benefits on the afflicted they can never forget, and produced
curve too numerous and remarkable to be forgotten.
Prepared t»y Dr. I. C. ATER,

PRACTICAL AND ANALYTICAL CHEMIST,
LOWELL, MASS.

JlND sold Br
Z. D. OILMAN, Washington,

And by all dealers In medicine every where.
dec IS dm

CARD.

TIIE UNDERSIGNED HAVE THIS DAY (AUgu»t8d) entered into partnership in the Hooae
Carpenters anil Joiners business,and having erected
a new and commodious ahop in the rear or JACKSONHALL, botween Third and Four-and-a-half
streets, are prepared to contract for and perform all
work in their line of business, cither in city or country,with which their friends or the public may faror
Lhein, on acoomntodating terms with promptness and
des|mtch. Tbey respectfully solicit a share of the
public patronage.

GEORGE W. GARRETT A CO.
Tbey have several houses and lots for salo in differentparts of the city on accommodating terms.

O. W. GARRETT A CO.
1-1m (IateL)

JF. HKREER respectfully informs the
public in general and his friends in particular,that he has a large assortment of Fancy Notions,

such as Cottons, Needles, Threads, Milks, Buttons,
Pens, Tobacco, Cigara, together with jOandics, Cakes,
Fruit, Vegetables, in short, s Family. Provision
Store, and will sell as cheap as the cheapest. Don't
forget the place. It is BEKGEK'S STOKE, on the
West Side of Thirteenth street, second door south of
U street. 08 lm

ROOMS FOR RENT.
TWO OFFICE ROOMS on the Second Floor,and one lau-gc Room in the Third Story
twenty-five by sixty feet, suitable for a Bindery or

Printing Office. No. 619, two doors south of Odd
Fellowa Hall, Seventh street. Inquire within.

19 If

" Do Yon Want to he Shaved, Sirt"

JAMES TALIAFARO.
BARBER AND HAIR DRESSER,

Qirrntr of Maryland Avenue and Seventh Street.

HE shaves pleasantly. cuts hair delightfully,
shnmpoons agreeably, snd takes you by ths

nose politely. olOtf.

DOR SALE..A RARE CHANCE, (doubt it
I not.).I will sell, if immediately applied for,
the stock and fixture* of my BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY,AND FRUIT STORE, doing a good
caan miaineae. ror lurthur inronnation enquire at
thia offior. 08 Ht

447 NEW STORE. 447 I
WILLIAM P. FORD,

Manufacturer of French and amk-
RICAN CONFCTIONERV, Denier in Forwin

FRUITS, NUTS, PICKLES, Ac., haying taken the
hnuae one door north of Harlwngh'a drng More, on
Seventh street between G and 11, and fitted it up in
good atyle, and erected a new oven, ia now preparedto accommodate all who may deaire to partake of the
good thing* in hia lina of buaineaa. Ilaring made
every and ample arnuigeinenta that will enable him
to fnrniah frcah Candiea, Cake*. and Pica, of hia own
make daily, he flatten bimaelf aa being able to giveaaliafactio'n to all who tnay faror him with a call.H

Partiea, llalla. Weddinga, Pic Nica, Huppera, Ac.,
aerred tip at the ahorteat notice and in the moat
fashionable atyle.Ice Cream mrniahed to order. el6 9t

To 1'nraona thnt have Money to invent ia
Real Katnte In thia City. H

The undersigned will impart ckr-
tain information, (to thoae peraona who want

to inroat money in Real Katate in thia city,) that will
lend them to a hirgain, anch aa acldom occura For
certain renaona the owner and anerlfloer of thia propcrty,which conaiata of aome four or fire houses
and Iota, dor* not wiah it to be publicly known;hence hia mmrt to thia method <o effect a aale.
Enquire at thia offloe of Henry Johnaon, agent for

the " American," (over the National Era,) or at No.
411 R between Oth A 10th eta., weat,
dec 5.tf


